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Synopsis

Enter the enthralling medieval world of castles attacked and defended by brave and noble knights!
This interactive puzzle-in-a-book invites kids ages 7 and up to pop out and assemble a stand-up
castle complete with knights and battle equipment. Like real archaeologists, kids will interpret clues
from medieval documents, paintings, maps, and ground surveys. They can then apply their
knowledge to excavate the site of a besieged castle and reconstruct both the castle and the battle
scene, figuring out how the pieces of wall fit together, whata ™s located inside the courtyard, how a
trebuchet works, and much more. With the final setup of warring knights on horseback, the battle
comes to life! This book offers hours of imaginative play so fascinating that kids wona ™t even

notice how much theya ™re learning. A
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Customer Reviews

A few weeks ago, my kids and | had the chance to attempt to put together a paper castle, complete
with knights and catapult. Our attempt, was... well, unsuccessful. | had high hopes starting in, but
those hopes were quickly dashed when | realized how much patience it would take to put it all
together.The castle was a part of a book, Build! a Knight's Castle: A Paper Toy Archaeology by
Annalie Seamon, published by Storey Publishing. Earlier in the fall, | reviewed Storey’s book for
children wanting to be a pet doctor. That book was very easy for my kids to use and assemble. But,
a castle is obviously much more complicated...The book is rated for ages 8 and up. My 7 1/2 year
old gave up very quickly. My 10 year old successfully pushed in the tabs on several pieces--and |

actually learned a thing or two from her. But, she didn’t have the patience to see it through. So, |



helped my 7 1/2 year old to put together parts of it. | think the book would be best for a 9 or 10 year
old with help as needed.For the boy who loves David Macaulay’s book Castle and other detailed
books about medieval times, this would be a fun book. The book comes from a different point of
view since it is looking at the castle from an archaeologist’s perspective. My son read the
information about the castle with great interest. | liked that the author explains the conclusions and
gives the support for the archaelogical conclusions you can make about the past based on what
remains.The pieces of the castle all punch out very easily. With this, | was very pleased. What |
wished for, though was a clearer list of how to fit the pieces together. | think it was the author’s
intention that kids would work as an archaeologist might and figure out how the pieces fit together.
But, it would have been nice to have a cheat sheet for parents to give the child clues or an inserted
sheet in the back with a decoder or something like that for when the child needs help.If you have a
child who regularly likes to put together paper projects like this or loves castles, then | can imagine
he/she would enjoy this book (or if you're a modeler who can help him/her a lot). My children are
unfortunately not as patient as | thought they were. My son can build enormous lego sets, but paper
is a different matter. | learned that from this book.Please note that | did receive a complimentary

copy of this book for review from Storey Publishing.

| don’t know how the makers of this product can live with themselves. | want my 3 hours back! Worst
instructions EVER for assembling these paper craft toys which aren’t easy to begin with. We got this
book as a gift. My son was excited to build a castle with me, and it was all fun and games until the
pieces kept coming out and the castle kept going askew. Absolutely hate this thing. That said, the
information and the graphics before this heinous project were wonderful. Otherwise, they need to

add a couple more pages on how to design this thing.

This would make a fun gift since itA¢A A™s a book and toy in one. My kids A¢A A” who have some
interest in archaeology, history, the Middle Ages, knights & princesses, and so forth A¢A A” really
liked how they could build their own mini castle A¢A A” and then attack or defend it. My son
compared it to a popular A¢A AceDefend the CastleA¢A A+ mobile game that he enjoys, but

A¢A Acein real life.A¢A A<l appreciate how it offers my kids a crash course in archaeology, with
interesting facts they hadnA¢A A™t known before. The book portion had a brief, yet interesting
overview of what and why people in the Medieval era lived and fought as they did, and what those
activities look like to modern archaeologists when doing a dig. ItA¢A A™s fun while being

educational, and my kids are really enjoying it!



Product is described accurately and vendor service was very good.
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